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Boccaccio e il 
Dialetto     Toscano 

 
Nel fascicolo autunnale di Amici, 
abbiamo letto dell'influenza di 
Dante e Petrarca sull'italiano 
moderno e la loro insistenza nello 
scrivere nel dialetto toscano. La 
terza influenza importante è stata 
quella di Giovanni Boccaccio 
(1313-1375), amico di Petrarca. A 
differenza di Dante e Petrarca i 
quali hanno scritto in verso le 
loro opere più importanti, la 
famosa e influente opera di 
Boccaccio, Il Decameron, è   stata 
scritta in prosa volgare. 
 
L'opera, che consiste di cento 
novelle raccontate da sette donne 
e tre uomini, narrate una al 
giorno per un totale di dieci 
novelle ciascuno, ha avuto uno 
strepitoso successo con il 
pubblico che riusciva a leggerle 
con facilità. Consiste di una 
collezione di racconti divertenti e 
a volte osceni a scopo di ravvivare 
lo spirito del gruppo di dieci la 
cui esistenza era demoralizzata 
dalla peste del 1348 a cui erano 
esposti. 
 
Il Decameron è tutt'oggi un'opera 
da essere letta in qualsiasi corso 
di Letteratura Mondiale.  
 
Translation on page 7 

 

 Dear ICS Members, 

 

How enjoyable it was to look out at a sea of beautifully 

dressed people with happy faces at Campiello’s on 

Columbus Day, at the Welcome Back luncheon at the 

Hilton in November, and the Christmas Gala at The 

Club Pelican Bay in December. Your avid participation 

demonstrates  our success. Thank you so much! 

 

That success can only continue if we always have a 

dedicated, hard-working group of volunteers. When 

you read these words think whether you would enjoy 

playing a fuller role for ICS. If so, let me know 

richard.cappalli@temple.edu. You can w ork on  

an events committee as a member or as chair; you can 

work with Phyllis Crivelli on hospitality; you can be a 

greeter at an event door, or you can even join our 

Board of Directors (8 fun meetings a year, second 

Monday afternoons) and help plan our activities. 

 

This season is Tuscany I and it is full of great programs 

as the following pages will reveal. Of special note is the 

concert by the marvelous superstar Giorgia Fumanti on 

January 8. And don’t forget our 

Norris Center Italian movies, 

now on Mondays. Some terrific 

ones are scheduled. 

 

Basta così! 

 

Richard Cappalli, President 

Italian Cultural Society 

ICS President’s Perspective 

 

mailto:richard.cappalli@temple.edu
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“Opera without Fear” 
Thursdays, March 3, 10,17,24 2016 

       First Congregational Church    
   6630 Immokalee Rd.                                                              
   Thursday, 3:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 
March 2016 Session: “How to Listen to and Understand Opera” 

                                 Curious about opera but don’t know much about it? 
                              Know a little about opera but would like to know more? 

Join ICS lecturer Tom Turicchi as he offers a musician’s look at the world of opera.  Using audio and 
video examples, the class will focus on developing listening skills to help you increase your enjoyment.  
No previous opera experience or knowledge is necessary.  Just come prepared to listen, watch and 
enjoy.  
These classes will address the basics such as: 

The Two Languages of Opera – Words and Music 
Vocal Numbers (Arias, duets, ensembles, etc.)  
What to listen for:   Rossini 3 S’s 
Who’s who:  Central Characters and their Voice Types  
How Operas are put together 
In-depth look at a popular 19th Century Italian Opera 

Act 1,  Rossini’s The Barber of Seville 
======================================================= 

Mad about Italian Opera 
Thursday, March 3, 10, 17, 24 2016 

 

   First Congregational Church                                       4 weeks class tuition $60 
   6630 Immokalee Rd.                                                      Classes limited to 30 
   Thursday, 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.                                 Bruce Ford, Presenter 
 
March 2016 Session: “The Celebrated Singers” 

Love opera but would like to explore the fundamentals? 
Join tenor and opera star Bruce Ford as he offers a performer’s look at the world of opera.  Using audio 
and video examples, these classes will focus on gaining a deeper insight into opera to help you increase 
your enjoyment.  This class is best suited to those with some knowledge of opera. 
The ability to be a great singer is an extraordinary thing, but it is exceedingly difficult to explain .  Even 
a person with a gloriously beautiful voice may not know how to sing. The most important requirement 
for an opera singer is the actual act of producing sound in such a way that its beauty and volume fairly 
represent the composer’s intentions.   
In these classes Bruce will explore the voice types and unique qualities of the most celebrated opera 
singers of the post-war era and the roles they played.  Topics will include: 

Sopranos:  So magnificent, so captivating... so Diva! 
Mezzo-Sopranos and Contraltos: Witches, Bitches, Grandmothers... and sometimes Men. 
Tenors: Romantic Lovers, Noblemen, Heroes... and Fathers? 
Baritones & Basses: Clever leading Men, cheating Husbands, Comics...and much more. 

 
To register for either class e-mail Tom Turicchi at tturicchi@gmail.com.   For more 
information call 401-338-2116.   You will receive an email as your confirmation.  Consider 
registering early as seating is limited.    
 
Checks made payable to Italian Cultural Society will be accepted by the instructor at the 
first session. Checks only, please. 

4 weeks class tuition $60 
Classes limited to 30                       
Dr. Tom Turicchi, Presenter                                   

Two New Class Offerings for ICS members 
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Giorgia Fumanti Live in Concert with Ed Pember, James 

Cochran and the Philharmonic Concert Chorale    

Friday, January 8, 2016 

Moorings Presbyterian Church 
Chairs: Tom Turicchi, Claudia Polzin 
Price: $55 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
Wine reception to follow concert 

This season we are proud to bring to Naples the 
internationally renowned Italian soprano Giorgia 
Fumanti.   

 

A voice of operatic quality, Ms. Fumanti chose to 
embrace the fusion of classical and pop, and she draws 
comparisons to the operatic-pop style of Andrea Bocelli 
and Sarah Brightman.  She is known for her dynamic 
voice and commanding stage presence.  In this 
performance she will be joined by Baritone Ed Pember, 
the Naples Philharmonic Chamber Chorale and an 
outstanding ensemble of classical musicians.   

 

Giorgia has brought the best of Italian music to audiences 
all over the world.  She sang at the 2008 Beijing Olympics and appeared on several 
PBS specials including “Heavenly Voices.”  Ms. Fumanti has shared the stage with Jose 
Carreras and Michael Bolton.   
 

James Cochran is the founder and director of the Naples Philharmonic 
Chorus and director of the Naples Philharmonic Chorale and Youth 
Chorus. As the Naples Philharmonic Chorus director, he has prepared the 
ensemble for concerts under the batons of such preeminent conductors as 
Keith Lockhart, Jack Everly and Jorge Mester. Apart from his work with 
the Naples Philharmonic, Cochran serves as the Director of Music at the 
Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church.   

 

 

Ed Pember as soloist for  the US Air  Force Band for  nine years, 
sang for three U.S. Presidents as well as many heads of state and 
dignitaries throughout the United States, Europe and North 
Africa. Given his rich baritone voice, Mr. Pember is equally comfortable 
singing oratorio, opera and musical theater.  Recent performances 
include: Enrico in Arbor Opera Theater’s production of Lucia, the role 
of Leporello in Flint Light Opera’s production of Don Giovanni, and as 
baritone Soloist in Carmina Burana with The Detroit Concert Choir.   

   

This concert will be open to ICS members and guests, and after November it will 
be open to the general public. Don’t miss out on this extraordinary opportunity 

to hear a world class performance. 

    Early reservations are strongly recommended. 
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“Great Tuscan Art”  
From Giotto (Gothic) to Masaccio (Renaissance)  

Thursday, January 21, 2016  

You are in for a real treat. We are delighted to have Dr. John 
Alcorn, Principal Lecturer in Language and Culture Studies at 
Trinity College, back again. This time he will speak about Giotto 
and Masaccio, two of the most influential painters of the Italian 
Renaissance.  
 
Giotto (ca. 1266-1337) and Masaccio (1401-1428) caused a 
revolution in painting and established a stylistic foundation for the 
Renaissance. Their originality and brilliance were swiftly 
recognized. Giotto brought back to life the true art of painting, 
introducing the drawing from nature of living persons. Masaccio’s 
innovations in the use of perspective inaugurated the modern era 
in painting.  
 
Dr. Alcorn will highlight the portrayal of individuality and human 
dignity in conventional subject matters, the synergy among early 
Renaissance artists in various media and the surprising modernity 
of Giotto and Masaccio.  
 
This lecture will focus on each artist's role in the Renaissance. 

   The Club at the Strand  
   Chair: Ken Pedini  
   Price: $30  

Speaker: John Alcorn, Ph.D.  
Doors open: 2:30 p.m.  Lecture: 3:00 p.m. 
Reception to follow  

 

 

When asked about their favorite opera, many opera fans 

reply with the name of a composition by Giacomo 

Puccini (1858-1924). Tosca, Madama Butterfly, 

Turandot, or La Bohème continually play to 

thunderous acclaim in the great opera houses around 

the world.  

In this program, Dr. Bowman will address the life and 

loves of this essential composer who became an elegant 

cosmopolite while remaining true to his humble Italian 

roots in the Tuscan countryside. The interesting story of 

Puccini’s struggles and successes will be punctuated by     

his melodious arias for soprano by Rebecca Richardson.  

“The Music of Puccini” 
Dr. Ron Bowman with Soprano Rebecca Richardson 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Moorings Presbyterian, Moss Hall  
Chairs: Tom Turicchi & Charlie Alaimo  
Price: $30 

Speaker: Dr. Ron Bowman, Music Lecturer 
Performance 3:00  p.m.  
Wine reception to follow 

For special dietary needs, please contact event chair at least 1 week before the luncheon. 
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“Festival di Musica Italiana”  Live Concert 
Marco Fiorante,Francesco Cavallini, Safia Hudson 

Saturday,  February 27, 2016 

First Congregational Church of Naples 
Chairpersons: Tom and Lee Turicchi 
Price: $45 

Doors open:  3:00 p.m. 
Concert 3:30 p.m. 
Wine reception to follow 

Music is an iconic part of the Italian culture.  Join us as 

we celebrate some of Italy’s favorite music from the 

classical and the Neapolitan song traditions. 

  

This year we have an all-star cast, many of whom are 

returning after enthusiastic standing ovations at Con 

Amore and La Festa Napoletana. Featured artists 

include Marco Fiorante, a tenor  from Puglia, Italy  

accompanied by Vito DiSalvo and  Francesco Cavallini, 

and David Passalacqua playing classical mandolin and 

accordion.  And this year we bring you a newcomer, the 

charismatic Soprano, Safia Hudson.  Safia brings lots of  

pizazz to her performance and is sure to delight the ICS 

audience. 

 

Once again Dr. Tom Turicchi will act as Master of 

Ceremonies.   

    Speaker: George R. Bent, Ph.D. 
    Doors open: 11:00 a.m. Lecture 11:30 a.m.  
    Lunch to Follow 

 

Place: Naples Hilton 
Chairs: Carolyn Dickinson & Kathie Azzariti  
Price: $38 

The art of painted representation was certainly not invented in Italy 
by Renaissance artists, nor was its pinnacle attained by the Old 
Masters of Florence, Rome, and Milan. But the explorations of 
Leonardo da Vinci and Raphael in this exceptionally important 
artistic genre changed the nature of portraiture forever and in 
multiple ways.  
 
This lecture considers the groundbreaking approaches taken by 
both artists – the first during the last quarter of the fifteenth 
century and the latter during the first quarter of the sixteenth – 
with an eye toward the lessons Leonardo taught Raphael, and those 
that Raphael taught the generations who followed him.  
 
Among the works we will consider are the portraits of the Mona 
Lisa, Cecilia Gallerani, and Ginevra de’Benci, by Leonardo daVinci. 
Analytical discussions of Raphael’s depictions of Maddelena Doni, 
Baldassare Castiglione, and Pope Leo X (Giovanni de’ Medici) will 
round out the lecture. 

Portraiture:  Leonardo and Raphael 
Friday, March 11, 2016 

For special dietary needs, please contact event chair at least 1 week before the luncheon. 
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Speaker: William Wallace, Ph.D. 
3:00 p.m. Reception 
3:30 p.m. Program begins  

Genius of Michelangelo: The Sistine Chapel…500 Years 
Monday, March 21, 2016 

Chabraja Visitor Center Botanical Gardens  
Chairs: Judy La Melza/Paula Cappalli 
Price: $30 

Please join us at the Botanical Gardens for an exceptional 
program celebrating the 500th anniversary of the unveiling 
of Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel ceiling.  If any work of art 
demonstrates artistic genius, it is this well-known 
masterpiece. No matter how familiar the images, no matter 
the trials of that crowded space, few visitors have not felt 
awe standing under this titanic achievement. The Sistine 
Chapel never fails to astonish us.    
 
In many ways the ceiling is a compendium: of 
Michelangelo's art, of the Renaissance, of Christian 
theology. Like Verdi's Requiem or Milton's Paradise Lost, 
the ceiling is a transcendent work of genius that is never 
exhausted through looking or describing. In the words of 
the great German writer, Johann Goethe: "Until you have 
seen the Sistine Chapel, you can have no adequate 
conception of what man is capable of accomplishing."  
 
Professor Wallace, a world-renowned authority on 
Michelangelo, will illuminate this masterpiece and help us 
see it with fresh eyes.  

Speaker: Dr. Francesco  Cesareo  
Doors Open: 11:00 a.m./ Lecture 11:30 a.m.   
Lunch to Follow 

Lorenzo the Magnificent and the Medicis 
Friday, April 8, 2016 

Place: Heritage Bay 
Chairs: Grace Mannino and Stefan Contorno  
Price:  $38 

The Medici name is synonymous with the Renaissance.  The wealth, 
power, and influence of this famous, and infamous Florentine 
banking family fueled the cultural flowering of the Italian 
Renaissance.  By patronizing many of the great artists and thinkers of 
their day, the Medicis wielded enormous power not only in Florence 
but throughout the Italian peninsula and beyond.  From the political 
prowess of Cosimo Il Vecchio to the intellectually gifted Lorenzo Il 
Magnifico, the Medicis impacted the political, religious and cultural 
life of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.   
 
This lecture will explore the impact of this colorful and influential 
family who embodied the Italian Renaissance. 
 
Our distinguished guest lecturer, Dr. Cesareo, is recognized as a 
scholar and expert on Renaissance Italy. 

For special dietary needs, please contact event chair at least 1 week  
before the luncheon. 



7 

Farewell Luncheon,    Annual Meeting 
Thursday, April 14, 2016 

The 2015-2016 Season’s final event will be a luncheon and annual meeting 
to be held at the palatial Club at the Strand. 
 
All members are invited and encouraged to attend this wonderful lunch 
and informative meeting. Agenda items will include a preview of next 
year’s program; a review of the past year; the election of new board 
members; and a members’ question and answer session.  
 
 It’s your Society, your meeting, a time to be heard, and a final opportunity 
to gather before many of you head off for the summer months. Some of 
you will travel to Italy, so please bring back wonderful stories and pictures 
for Amici. 
 
Included at this meeting will be a special slide presentation of the  60th 
anniversary of the flood in Florence by Ron Diorio. 
 
 Join us for this informative and entertaining program. 
 

Place: The Club at the Strand  
Chair: Jean DiPierro 
Price:  $30 

Speaker: Richard Cappalli 
Doors Open: 11:00 a.m.  Presentation 11:30 a.m. 
Lunch to Follow 

Translation from page 1 
Boccaccio and the Tuscan Dialect   
 
In our autumn issue of Amici, we read about the influence of Dante and Petrarch on modern Italian and 
their insistence on writing in the Tuscan dialect. The third important influence was that of Giovanni 
Boccaccio (1313-1375), a friend of Petrarch.  Unlike Dante and Petrarch who wrote their important works 
in verse, Boccaccio’s famous and influential opus, the Decameron, was written in vernacular prose.  
     
 The work, consisting of 100 short stories told by seven women and three men, who narrated one story 
per day for a total of 10 stories each, was an overwhelming success by the public who could read it with 
ease. It is a collection of amusing and sometimes bawdy tales whose design was to enliven the spirit of the 
group of ten whose existence was demoralized by the Black Death of 1348 to which they were exposed. 

    
Italian translation thanks to Dr. Grace Mannino 

Information for using the “Ticket Exchange” Feature 
 
Log in to the ICS website…www.italianculturalsociety.com  
Go to RESERVATIONS tab 
Go to bottom of RESERVATION page where you will see “TICKET EXCHANGE” tab  
The “user name” is ICS.  The “Password” is Italy (case sensitive) 
 
Here you can view a list of members offering to buy or sell tickets to a particular event. You will see their 
name, phone number, number of tickets offered and whether they are interested in buying or selling 
these tickets. You will also have the opportunity to add your buy or sell offer to the list. If an event is 
“sold out” be sure to check this page!  
It will be your responsibility to handle the buy/sell transaction with the other member. ICS will not be 
involved. We hope you find this feature helpful.  Whether you buy or sell, e-mail Phyllis Crivelli at  
jandpcrivelli@gmail.com with this information. 
 
If you wish to have your offer deleted from the “TICKET EXCHANGE” website, send an e-mail with your 
name and event to: offerdelete@gmail.com 

 

For special dietary needs, please contact event chair at least 1 week before the luncheon. 
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Italian Language Classes 2016 
Winter Session, January 5/6 through February 9/10 

 
Adult Language Classes Winter 2016 Schedule 
ICS offers Adult Language Classes at the Community School of Naples 13275 Livingston 
Road weekly “in season” as an opportunity for members and friends of the Society to 
learn and speak la nostra bella lingua. Contact Donna Lenzi, Program Coordinator, 
lenzidonna@gmail.com to  register or for  m ore inform ation. Please, include 
a telephone number and your course selection to complete your registration. You will 
receive a confirmation email with your classroom assignment and instructions. The six-
week course (9 hours of instruction) is $60 for members and $70 for non-members 
payable by check on the first day of class. 

 
                            Full course descriptions are on the web page and in the Fall edition of Amici. 
 
Course Descriptions and Offerings for Winter Session Jan. 5/6 through Feb. 9/10:  
 
Italian I is an entry level course and the first class in our Introductory Series. Required text for the Intro 
Series (Italian I-IV) is Italian Made Simple by Cristina Mazzoni ISBN # 0-7679-1539-9. Book available 
online and locally. Please purchase the required text prior to the first class. 
 
Italian I with Nancy Sguera on  Tuesday 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. 
 
Italian I with Joan Hoffmeister on W ednesday 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. 
 
Italian II with Bob Lundry on W ednesday 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. Italian I (Mazzoni) or equivalent is a 
prerequisite for this class. 
 
Italian III is the third class in the Intro Series offered last season and uses Italian Now! L’italiano d’oggi 
by Marcel Danesi ISBN # 978-1-438000060. Book is available online and locally. If you took Italian I 
and II with ICS in the Winter/Spring Sessions of 2015, this is the course for you with the book you have 
used in the past. The Danesi book is the required text for Italian III and IV before being retired in April 
2016.  
 
Italian III with Bob Lundry on Tuesday 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. Danesi text required. Italian I/II or 
equivalent is a prerequisite for this course. 
 
Beginner Conversation with Susan London on Tuesday 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. If you have 
completed the Fall Session Wrap Up course, this is the course for you. Italian Made Simple is the 
resource text for this course (see above). Intro Series and/or Wrap Up is the prerequisite for this course. 
 
Beyond The Basics: Advanced Beginner Conversation with Nancy Menaldi-Scanlan on 
Tuesday 4:30 -6:00 p.m. Italian Vocabulary Drills by Stillman, Cherunin and Gordon, McGraw- Hill 
2015 is the required text. The course name says it all! Book available online.  
 
Italian Through Contemporary Film with Nancy Menaldi-Scanlan on W ednesday 4:30 – 
6:00 p.m. is the film buff’s choice. Italian Through Film: A Text For Italian Courses by Borra and 
Pausini, Yale University Press 2004 is the required text. Book available online. Skill level: Intermediate 
to Advanced Intermediate Conversation. 
 
Intermediate Conversation with Grace Mannino on W ednesday 6:15 – 7:45 p.m. No required 
text. Beginner or Advanced Beginner Conversation is a prerequisite for this class. 
 
Advanced Conversation: Italian Through Literature with Grace Mannino on W ednesday 
4:30 – 6:00   p.m. No required text. Genre: Plays. Intermediate Conversation is a prerequisite for this 
course.  
 
Spring Session begins Feb. 16/17. There is a one-week break between Spring Session and the “Mini” 
Session scheduled for April 2016. 

mailto:lenzidonna@gmail.com
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The year 2016 will mark the 50th anniversary of the infamous Florence 
flood. On November 4, 1966 the Arno River overflowed its banks and 
inundated the historic center of the city, damaging and destroying 
much in its path.  Water rose as high as 6.7m or 22 feet in central 
Florence. Locked cars floated down streets. Ponte Vecchio was almost 
engulfed. 
 
The flood killed 101 people and damaged or destroyed millions of 
masterpieces of art and rare books. It is considered the worst flood in 
the city's history, higher than that of 1557. With the combined effort of 
Italian citizens and foreign donors, “gli angeli del fango,” ("Mud 
Angels"), many of these fine works have been restored, while others 
were totally lost to us.  
  
Miraculously, a tourist visiting the city six months later would have 
seen no signs of the flood, except small plaques placed at high water 
level marks in various places. The restoration of public spaces occurred 
with lightning speed.  But the restoration of works of art continues to 
this day. 
 
We will enjoy a slide presentation about the flood at our Annual 
Meeting on April 14. 
                                                                                                  Ron Diorio 

The Second Renaissance of Florence 

 

 

The Nominating Committee is seeking nominations for positions 

on the Board for the 2016-2017 Season. We invite you to send 

names to the Chair, Richard Delfino at 

ridel38@comcast.net     239-566-3082 

 

                                   “Personalities of ICS”      
    
   While the content of Amici presents multi-aspects of Italian culture with an emphasis on a particular 
region studied annually, we have also attempted, when space has allowed, to personalize our Newsletter 
with a section devoted to “ICS Members on the Go,” where we have included pictures of our members 
in their recent travels to Italy. 
      
    We have decided to include an additional section, when space is available, to be called “Personalities  
of ICS.” Here we shall offer a brief biography of a few of our members who come from so many different 
walks of life and who have had so many interesting and diversified life experiences. Some may also tell 
us about themselves  in their own words. 
     
   Often we attend the many and varied social and cultural events of ICS and become engrossed in their 
subject matter, and for that day we come away with a rich cultural experience. But we may have known 
little or nothing about the persons who sat across the table from us. Yet they may also be a source of 
Italian culture or other interest.  
      
   “Personalities of ICS” then, will serve as another way to personalize our organization and introduce its 
members to one another. Look for it in future issues. 
 
                                                                                                       The  Editors 
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Sophie Classen  in the courtyard of  La  
Tenuta Regaleali, an old vineyard  in Sicily. 

Pat and Ron Ferreri atop the Panorama in Siena 
with the Duomo behind them.  

Left to right is John Marsala, Lorraine Marsala, Frank  Corvino, 
Maura Corvino. It was taken in Ravello at the Palazzo Avino. 

Sue Luconi with the famous "Butcher of Panzano,” 
Dario  Cecchini. Dario has put Panzano in Chianti on 
the map. He is famous for quoting Dante while he 
trims your bistecca  fiorentina.  Now associated with 
Mario Batali, he is considered a rock star by his 
fellow Panzanelle. 

 Camille LeFevre and Carolyn Koestenblatt in Bologna. 

Jean and Michael DiPierro and Friends at Dinner at Il Pievano, Gaiole. 

ICS Members on the go...visiting Italy 
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Phyllis and Joe Crivelli at 
Boboli Gardens in  
Florence. 

Maddy and Vince Cardinale at  
San Michele, Anacapri, Capri. 

Maria and Ed Giovine at Castel del Monte, a 13th century citadel 
and castle near Andria in Puglia.  Castel del Monte has  been  
designated a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

Bob DiLoreto at an Historic Church in Vittorito  
in the region of Abruzzo, where his grandfather 
was born.  

Grace Rocco Visiting the Greek  
Temples in Paestum. 

    ICS Members on the go...continued 

Paula and Richard Cappalli at a P & R, Resort 
Veduta di Vertine, in Gaiole, Tuscany.  

Picture of   Maria Tomaro 
(on the left) at Villa Aurora. 
The princess (on the right) 
who gave us the tour, is 
none other than Rita 
Genrette who fell in love 
and married a prince and is 
living in this villa in Rome. 
 



Reservation Procedure 

Italian Cultural Society 
   of Naples, Florida, Inc. 

1100 Fifth Ave. South 
Suite 201 

Naples, FL  34102 

Italian Cultural Society Officers 
2015-2016 
President:    Richard Cappalli 
Treasurer:    Ed Giovine 
Secretary:     Sue Luconi 
 
Directors: 
Charlie Alaimo 
Al Andreini 
Stefan Contorno 
Richard Delfino 
Carolyn Dickinson 
Ron Ferreri  
Joe Martin 
Dr. Joe Crivelli 
Amy Rego 
Dr. Tom Turicchi  
 
President Emeritus: Joseph Delfino  
Directors Emeriti: Anthony Abbate  
and Edith Coleman 
 
Amici Editors:  Joanne Berenato  
                                 Dr. Joe Crivelli  
 
   

Information Line: 239-434-3323 for information. Someone will return your call as soon as possible, but it 
could take 24 hours or more since ICS is a totally Volunteer Organization. 
 
To Pay By Check: For single events, be sure to write the nam e of the event on the check and m ail 
check to:      Italian Cultural Society    1100 Fifth Ave. South, Suite 201  Naples, FL 34102 
 
To Pay By Check with a Reservation Form: Dow nload the Reservation Form from the ICS website 
and mail it, with your check, to the above address. We encourage you to use the Reservation Form and make 
multiple reservations using one check. All reservations will receive confirmation of payment received. Please note 
that we will continue the long-standing policy that a reservation is only valid when the check is received. 
 
To Pay By Credit Card: Credit card paym ents w ill be accepted through our  w ebsite using Pay Pal.  
 
ICS does not accept credit card reservations on the Reservation Line. 
 
Cancellation Policy: NO Refunds will be given for any event. 
Exchanges: Reservations may be exchanged with other ICS members on the website. 
The “user name” is  ICS .   The “password” is Italy (case sensitive.) 
 
Membership Information: ICS m em bership year: October  1-September 30. Please submit dues no later 
than November 1 to be included in and receive an updated Directory. Dues are $80 for couples and $40  for 
individuals. Dues may be submitted at any time but must be received by November 1 for inclusion in the 
Directory. Dues received after April 1 will be credited to the following year. Name badges are $10 and will be 
mailed to all new members upon receipt of dues and badge fee. Members are requested to wear name badges at all 
events. 
  
Full Time Residents: W hen sending in your  dues, please be sure to check the box  that tells if you 
are a full-time member or here only during Season. If you don’t check the “Full-time Member” box, you won’t 
receive information about the Summer Dinners!!! If you sent in your dues and forgot to check this box, send an  
e-mail to:   businessmanager@essofnaples.com and ask to be put on the “Full-time List.” 
 
Membership forms are available at all events and online at  our website  www.italianculturalsociety.com. 



All films are shown at the Norris Center (755 8th Ave. South.)  It is located at the corner of  
8th Avenue South and 8th Street South. The showings begin at 6:45 pm    

Chairpersons: Richard Cappalli and Nancy Menaldi-Scanlan. 
For more information, call the ICS Information Line at 434-3323 

MINE VAGANTI (Loose Cannons) 
Monday, February 22, 2016            2009                110 minutes 
This fiery comedy from director Ferzan Ozpetek finds young Tommaso about to reveal to his 
large, frenetic Italian family that he's gay. But his older brother beats him to the punch and 
is promptly disinherited by their furious father. 
Winner of multiple awards; a movie which you will absolutely love. Great scenes. Funny and 
sad. Poignant and realistic. Brutally honest about older Italian men and their views on 
homosexuality, but done in a hilarious way. 

BENVENUTI AL NORD (Welcome to the North) 
Monday,  January 11, 2016                          2011          105 minutes  
Your favorite Italian comedians are back in a sequel to the hilarious “Welcome to the 
South.” Alberto has returned to Milan and has been given a special project: to improve 
postal efficiency by 500% (a typical move in the North!). He is kicked out of the house. 
Meanwhile, Mattia, accused  of being an immature adolescent by his beautiful Maria, goes 
North to the Milan postal service to prove he can  separate from his mother and be mature. 

 
 

 

LA RAGAZZA DEL LAGO (Girl by the Lake) 
Monday, January 25, 2016                          2007  96 min 
Winner of 10 Donatello Awards, this intricate crime thriller follows inspector Giovanni 
Sanzio (Toni Servillo) as he leaves the big city behind to investigate the murder of a young 
woman in an alpine country village where startling secrets are buried. Nearing retirement 
and burdened with family problems, Sanzio is distracted at first but soon finds himself 
drawn deeper into the web of lies spread by villagers intent on concealing the truth. Good 
plot and excellent acting. Beautiful Northern Italy scenery and terrific color. 

SHUN LI AND THE POET 
Monday February 8, 2016            2011                  137 minutes 
An unlikely friendship forms in a Venetian pub between a Chinese immigrant working as a 
bartender and a transplanted Yugoslavian known as The Poet. But the local fishermen who 
like to drink there aren't nearly as accepting of their differences. The movie moves gently 
telling a tender story which reveals how a deep relationship can develop between a poor 
fisherman and a Chinese immigrant. The film starkly portrays how young Chinese are 
brought to Italy and made to pay off their travel and visa costs with no promise of ever 
settling the debt. 

THE AGONY AND THE ECSTASY  
Monday, March 14, 2016            1965               138 MINUTES 
Charlton Heston stars as Renaissance artist Michelangelo, who begrudgingly paints the 
Sistine Chapel for imperious Pope Julius II (Rex Harrison) in this epic adaptation of Irvine 
Stone's novel. While the novel covers Michelangelo's life from birth to death, the film 
focuses on the battle of wills between the perfectionist artist and the impatient Pope who 
commissions (and eventually commands) him to paint the famed chapel. We will be 
enjoying a lecture by the Michelangelo expert William Wallace a week later. This movie, 
which we all have seen at least once in years past, will enhance our enjoyment of the 
lecture. 

I CENTO PASSI  (The Hundred Steps) 
Monday, March 28, 2016            2000                  114 minutes 
This is the true story of Peppino Impastato who rebels against his Mafioso father and 
against the Sicilian culture of silence. That culture offers an appearance of normalcy but 
Peppino knows what evil underlies it and, with his friends, and an amateur radio station 
they create battles against the town’s powers. One hundred steps separate his house from 
that of Badalamenti, the head Mafioso. But those are steps that Peppino will never take. 

TBA 
Monday, April 11, 2016 



 

 

 
January 8, 2016 
Friday 7:00 p.m. 

 
Performance and Wine Reception 
Moorings Presbyterian Church 

 
Giorgia Fumanti: Live in Concert with 
Baritone Ed Pember and  
The Philharmonic Chamber Chorale 

January 11, 2016 
Monday 6:45 p.m. 

Italian Film Series 
The Norris Center 

BENVENUTI AL NORD (Welcome to 
the North)     2011 105 minutes 

January 21, 2016 
Thursday 3:00 p.m 
 

Art Lecture and Reception 
The Club at the Strand 
 

Great Tuscan Art from Giotto to 
Masaccio   John Alcorn, Ph.D. 

January 25, 2016 
Monday 6:45 pm 

Italian Film Series 
The Norris Center 

LA RAGAZZA DEL LAGO 
(Girl by the Lake)   2007 96 minutes 

February 8, 2016 
Monday 6:45 pm 

Italian Film Series 
The Norris Center 

SHUN LI AND THE POET 
2011  137 minutes 

February 11, 2016 
Thursday 3:00 p.m. 

Music Lecture with Performance 
and Reception: Moss Hall, Moorings 
Presbyterian Church 

The Life and Music of Puccini 
Dr. Ron Bowman with Soprano 
Rebecca Richardson 

February 22, 2016 
Monday 6:45 pm 

Italian Film Series 
The Norris Center 

MINE VAGANTI (Loose Cannons) 
2009             110 minutes 

February 27, 2016 
Saturday 3:00 p.m. 

Afternoon Concert and Wine 
Reception 
First Congregational Church 

Festival di Musica Italiana: Live 
Concert    Marco Fiorante, Francesco 
Cavallini, Safia Hudson, David 
Passalacqua 

March 11, 2016 
Friday 11:00 a.m. 

Art Lecture and Luncheon 
Naples Hilton 

Portraiture: Leonardo & Raphael 
George R. Bent Ph.D. 

March 14, 2016 
Monday 6:45 p.m. 

Italian Film Series 
The Norris Center 

THE AGONY AND THE ECSTASY  
1965           138 MINUTES 

March 21, 2016 
Monday 3:00 p.m. 

Reception and Art Lecture 
Naples Botanical Garden 

Genius of Michelangelo: The Sistine 
Chapel-500 Years 
William Wallace Ph.D. 

March 28, 2016 
Monday 6:45 p.m. 

Italian Film Series 
The Norris Center 

I CENTO PASSI  (The Hundred 
Steps)      2000   114 minutes 

April 8, 2016 
Friday 11:00 a.m. 

Italian Art and History Lecture and 
Lunch 
Heritage Bay Country Club 

Lorenzo the Magnificent and the 
Medicis 
Francesco Cesareo, Ph.D. 

April 11, 2016 
Monday 6:45 p.m. 

Italian Film Series 
The Norris Center 

TBA 

April 14, 2016 
Thursday 11:00 am 

Review past year, Preview next year 
The Club at the Strand 

Annual Meeting and Farewell 
Luncheon ICS President  
Richard Cappalli, Presenter 

ICS 2016 Calendar of Events:  January to April, 2016 

For a full description of all events,  

visit the ICS website  

www.italianculturalsociety.com    


